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2009 Annual Report 
The Vermont Humane Federation (VHF) is a strong, unified network of organizations and individuals dedicated to promoting the welfare of animals.  Through the combined efforts of VHF’s board, members and volunteers, 2009 was a productive year for the Vermont Humane Federation, with many positive outcomes for the animals of the Green Mountain state.

MEMBERSHIP

In 2009, the VHF welcomed new and returning members, the Franklin County Humane Society, the Kingdom Animal Shelter, Vermont Companion Animal Neutering, Inc., the Vermont Horse Council, and the American Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals (ASPCA).

ANIMAL CRUELTY RESPONSE

Networking
Combating animal cruelty remained a focus for VHF in 2009.  Lead agencies in the Cruelty Response System (CRS) were tasked with continuing to build and grow their county-wide coalitions. The VHF hosted a CRS Lead Agency feedback meeting in June to discuss the opportunities and challenges that have been identified with the system. An on-line feedback survey was developed and results are starting to come in from various agencies. In October, The Addison County Humane Society and the Kingdom Animal Shelter both hosted CRS county meeting to provide training and get feedback from their local responders. A user’s manual for Animal Tracks, the web-based management system for the CRS, was also developed and distributed to lead agencies. 

Training

Three day-long animal cruelty investigation trainings were offered at the Vermont Police Academy in September and October. The first hands-on course, Level III, Animal Crime Scene Investigation, was hosted by VHF member Spring Hill Horse Rescue, and received high marks from attendees.

In November, the VHF’s CRS system was featured in a Town Hall Meeting coordinated by the New England Federation of Humane Societies in White River Junction, VT. Board president Joanne Bourbeau was one of 5 panelists to discuss their state’s system for animal cruelty response, which gave an opportunity for all attendees to discuss ways to better approach their own methods and continue to network and share with others. 

Response

In September, Vermont shelters stepped up to assist with a national animal cruelty case that spread from Arkansas to Vermont. In 2006, Bill and Tammy Hanson were both convicted of animal cruelty in Arkansas for hoarding over 500 dogs. They never showed up for their arraignment and became fugitives. Three and half years later, they were both found living in Caledonia County with more than 30 dogs. After Tammy was taken into custody, Bill fled once again, this time to Missouri, where he was apprehended with 24 of the dogs. Because animal shelters in the surrounding area were at full capacity, the Humane Society of the United States (HSUS) arranged for their transport back to Vermont. The Lucy Mackenzie Humane Society kept two dogs for adoption and offered their shelter as the staging area for holding dogs until other agencies could pick up their animals. Other Vermont shelters that assisted were the Humane Society of Chittenden County, the North Country Animal League, the Rutland County Humane Society, the Central Vermont Humane Society and the Windham County Humane Society.

SHELTER ADOPTION

October was declared “Adopt a Shelter Pet Month” in Vermont by Governor Jim Douglas, and the HSUS and the VHF issued a joint press release to media outlets throughout the state. This announcement came on the heels of the official launch of the Shelter Pet Project (www.theshelterpetproject.org), a multi-million dollar advertising campaign that will focus on the benefits of adopting shelter pets.

FERAL CATS

The VHF Spay/Neuter and Trap, Neuter, Return (TNR) committee has launched a state wide TNR initiative called the Vermont TNR CATalyst Project.  A $5,000 grant from the ASPCA has been received and the VHF  pledged $2,500 in matching funds, which will be used to purchase traps and make Public Service Announcements (PSA’s).  The PSA’s will be designed to help educate the public about dealing with free roaming cats and the importance of having them altered.  About $5,000 will be used to start altering colonies identified by humane organizations.  Participating organizations will be required to collect data on the colonies.  In addition, a $50,000 grant request has been submitted to PetSmart Charities for the project.  One goal of the project is to develop a well-organized and sustainable TNR program across the state.

SHELTER STASTICS

In the area of statewide statistics, VHF completed its 2008 annual shelter survey, along with a 10-year compilation of data dating back to 1999. Just fewer than 6,000 animals were surrendered to reporting shelters in 2008. While 4,558 found new homes, sadly more than 900 animals had to be euthanized for a variety of reasons, including serious health and behavior issues. Vermont’s 76% adoption rate is well-above the national average, but we are still short of our ultimate goal to place every single adoptable pet into a loving home.

FUNDING

Several VHF members met with the Vermont Community Foundation in October to give an overview of the federation, the state of animal welfare in Vermont, and the wide range of programs and services offered by the animal welfare community. In return, the Foundation’s Peter Espenshade discussed growth opportunities & services provided by the VCF that could benefit animal welfare organizations state-wide.
The VT Horse Council premiered an Equine Emergency Grant program in March in order to help equines that have been seized in animal cruelty cases or private owners who are in need of financial assistance.

The VHF was once again the thankful recipient of a $1,000 donation from the organizers of the annual Vermont Dressage Days competition.

PUBLIC POLICY

Humane legislation has been a long-standing goal of VHF, and 2009 was no different.  A bill to require that a bittering agent be added to antifreeze in order to make it unpalatable to pets and children was introduced by Rep. Tony Klein of Montpelier on behalf of the Vermont Veterinary Medical Association, and it quickly passed the first year of the session. 

A comprehensive “pet merchant bill”, which would have better regulated pet breeding, defined and regulated animal rescue organizations, and required a health certificate to import animals (among other things) was not successful as an amendment to a moving bill, but we plan to have it reintroduced in January, 2010.

VHF looks forward to continuing its important work for animals in 2010. 

